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5 Minutes on The Verge: Nicholas Felton

Even five years ago, personal data tracking was mostly a fringe activity, 
something you'd read about in Wired articles profiling lifeloggersthat 
were forever coming up with new ways to gather and analyze data 
about their own lives. As those sensors shrank and came together in 
modern smartphones and sports gadgets like Nike+ and mixed with a 
flood of new, easy-to-use apps, data tracking has become increasingly 
mainstream. 

You've probably seen Nicholas Felton's gorgeous Personal Annual 
Reports that break down a year's worth of personal data into graphs, 
maps, and statistics (e.g. weddings attended, movies watched, cups of 
coffee consumed), and he just published his 2010/2011 Biennial 
Report.









This report examines a 

year of Nicholas 

Feltonôs communication 

data. It aspires to 

uncover patterns and 

insights within the data 

and metadata of a large 

and personal data set. 

Sources include 

conversations, SMS, 

telephone calls, email, 

Facebook messages 

and physical mail.





















The 2010 Annual 

Report is an 

encapsulation of 

my father's life, as 

communicated by 

the calendars, 

slides and other 

artifacts in my 

possession.


